


Law 12 – Severity of fouls

Law 12

2Referee Department

Severity of fouls
- Reckless foul
- Excessive force

According to Law 12, there are two reasons to caution (yellow
card) or send off (red card) a player.

Tactical foul
- Stopping a promising

attack (SPA)
- Denying an obvious

goal-scoring opportunity
(DOGSO)
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If an offence involves contact, it is penalised by a direct free kick:

Careless

Reckless

Excessive Force

Lack of attention.
No disciplinary sanction needed.

Disregard to an opponent.
Player must be cautioned.

Endangering the safety of an
opponent. Player must be sent off.
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Careless is when a player shows lack of attention or
consideration when making a challenge. No disciplinary
sanction is needed.

Reckless is when a player acts with disregard to the
danger to, or consequences for, an opponent and must be
cautioned.

Using Excessive Force is when a player exceeds the
necessary use of force and/or endangers the safety of an
opponent and must be sent off.
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Intention / Malice

Speed / Intensity

Ball

Studs

Danger
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Intention / Malice

C
rit

er
ia

s
Speed / Intensity Ball Studs Danger

Careless Reckless Excessive force

Serious
foul play

Violent
conduct

No
card
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Serious foul play
Serious foul play is when a player, while ball is in play,
challenges for the ball and endangers the safety of the
opponent or uses excessive force or brutality.

Violent conduct
Violent conduct is when a player uses or attempts to use
excessive force or brutality against any other person when
not challenging for the ball.
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Monitoring
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